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STEWARD OF THE MONTH: CHARMAINE COLLINS

Happy are generous people, because they give some of their food to the poor. Proverbs 22:9  
For Charmaine Collins, some of her food is peanut butter and much more.  She is God’s advocate for the food pantry.  In her words, “if you have, you share.”
I asked her what the word Stewardship meant to her and she told me, “it is tithing, giving first to God.  I do not have anything without God.  He has given me blessing after blessing.”  It took her years to reach her tithe, but once she did, she said that God has taken care of making sure she has everything she needs and showers her with blessings.  She may ask you one day, “do you tithe?” The reason for her question is not to know how much you give back to God, but to encourage you to reap the fulfillment and blessings He has in store for you.  She has asked the question many times over the years, and most time the response she gets is, “I can’t do that.”  She thinks people are afraid they will not have enough.  In her words, “God does not deal in scarcity.”

Several members of the congregation nominated Charmaine for the Steward of the Month.  A few of their comments: she welcomes everyone; she has made her church family’s needs her own; she is always there for everyone; she is always ready and willing to help someone in need.

God will one day say to Charmaine, “I have blessed you with many things and in return you have been my good and faithful steward.”

Georgia Suranofsky

STEWARD OF THE MONTH – SAMMI JOHNS

How do you imagine most typical 18 year old girls spending their birthday? Lucky for us Samantha Johns or Sammi as we know her, is not your typical 18 year old.  She spent her birthday right here at Prince of Peace putting the finishing touches on our new library, a project she worked so hard to complete.  The library is just one place in our church we can see Sammi using her amazing gifts and talents.  She is an active youth member who is often seen leading, inspiring and teaching our youngest members.  She takes pride in guiding them and teaching them about our faith.

I asked her what she attributes her strong faith to.  She replied that her parents, in particular her mother who is also very active in the church. She said she always remembers being at church not just on Sundays.  The church is her family she said, she sees us all as members of her family.  Her family struggled several times with flooding and she remembered being quite angry at God.  She saw how the members of the church supported her family and were there for them.  She recalls that one day she decided that instead of being angry and complaining she decided to do good.  We have seen so much good in such a young role model.

I along with the other members of our congregation have watched Sammi grow into an amazing adult.  She truly inspires me with her deep faith, her dedication to our church and her family.  Our youth can teach us so much, but one thing she reminded me that is true inspiration.  I asked her to tell me one thing we didn’t know about her and she said she forgives easily and does not hold grudges, such wise words.

Kelly Hill 
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